Stoughton High School Student Council Constitution

Article 1 Name


A. The name of this association is the Stoughton High School Student Council

Article 2 Purpose


A. To be the united voice of the student body and to act as a liaison between 


students, faculty, administration, and the community


B. To work in the best interest of our student body and community

Article 3 Membership


A. The Stoughton High School Student Council will consist of 15 elected 



representatives from each class. 

 
B. The Advisor may appoint up to 2 additional members from each class, the 


Principal may appoint up to 2 students from the entire student body.


C. All candidates seeking membership should be in good academic standing and 

should maintain their grades during their term in office. 


D. He/ she must be willing to accept and fulfill all responsibilities of the Council 


and committees that they are appointed to. 

E. Membership may be revoked if students do not live up to expectations set

forth in Article 11- Attendance

Article 4 Executive Board


A. The executive board consists of:



Officers




President




Vice President




Recording Secretary




Corresponding Secretary




Treasurer



Members




Historian 




Webmaster




Publicity Coordinator




Executive Representative




Class Member at Large (one for each grade)




Regional E-board Members




State E-board Members 


B. To be elected to the E-board

1. The candidate must have been on the council for at least 1 year with

the exception of the grade 9 Member at Large.



2. The Advisor along with the current E-board may make an exception if 



there are no candidates. 


C. Officers from other clubs/groups will be looked at on an individual basis to see 


if they may run for a position on the e-board.



1. There will be discussion among the current e-board



2. The advisor and eboard will make the final decision whether or not the 



student in question may run for the e-board position.

Article 5 Duties/ responsibilities of Officers and Members


All Officers and Members are expected to


A. Attend weekly E-board meetings with Advisor


B. Attend all All-council meetings


C. Set an example for fellow Student Council members to follow


The duties of the President (must be senior) are to:


A. Conduct All-council meetings


B. Appoint all committees


C. Call special meetings when necessary


D. Attend monthly School Committee meeting as requested


E. Attend at least two SEMASC events throughout their term in office


F.  Make agenda for all council meetings the preceding school day


G. Attend MASC Officershop


H. Send all mass e-mails to council


The duties of the Vice President (must be a junior or senior) are to:


A. Perform all duties of President when President is absent


B. Assist President when asked


C. Conduct all school wide elections


D. Attend at least two SEMASC events throughout their term in office


E. Attend MASC Officershop


The duties of the Recording Secretary are to:


A. Keep, type, and post minutes from all council meetings


B. Review hour logs at the end of each term.


C. Keep accurate attendance records


D. Give notes to members whose membership is in question


E. Be responsible for giving all “passed” motions to the principal


F. Perform all other duties assigned by President and Vice President


G. Attend MASC Officershop


The duties of the Corresponding Secretary are to:


A. Notify other groups or classes if necessary about council activities


B. Write letters of correspondence, including all “thank you” cards within one 


week of event


C. Perform all other duties assigned by the President and Vice President


D. Take and keep homeroom attendance records


E. Attend MASC Officershop


The  duties of the Treasurer are to:


A. Keep track of all finances


B. Make all withdrawals and deposits


C. Make and keep photocopies of all checks


D. Keep an accurate spreadsheet and record of all activities


E. Gives a treasurer’s report at all meetings


F. Oversee the fundraising committee


G. Perform all other duties assigned by the President and Vice President


H. Attend MASC Officershop


The duties of the Historian are to:


A. Produce a yearbook at the end of each year


B. Take pictures at each council event or delegate someone to do it in their place


C. Chair the MASC Excellence Award committee


D. Make sure that the Stoughton High School constitution guidelines are

followed


E. Perform all other duties assigned by the President and Vice President


F. Attend MASC Officershop if available space


The duties of the Webmaster are to:


A. Maintain and update the Council web page


B. Help with Council bulletin boards


C. Upkeep Council Screen name


D. Perform all other duties assigned by the President and Vice President


E. Attend MASC Officershop if available space


The duties of the Publicity Coordinator are to:


A. Be responsible for public relations and advertising council events


B. Be in charge of council bulletin boards, including important council information 

and duties of all officers and members


C. Perform all other duties assigned by the President and Vice President


D. Be responsible for all correspondence with local newspapers and pennysaver


E. Attend MASC Officershop if available space


F. Put together monthly calendar

The duties of the Executive Representative(appointed position, if necessary) are to:


A. Help wherever the President and Vice President see fit


B. Attend MASC Officershop if available space


The duties of the Members at Large are to:


A. Serve as the liaison between the E-board and the class councils


B. Must attend all class meetings and e-board meetings


C. Keep the Council aware of the class’s activities and fundraising plans


D. Keep the classes aware of the Council’s activities and fundraising plans 
  


The duties of the Student Advisory Committee Representative are to:


A. Take care of all communication with the administration and school committee


B. Attend periodic school committee meetings


C. Attend monthly meetings with the Administration

Article 6 Election to Student Council Office (E-board)



A. The E-board of the council for each succeeding year will be elected at the end 

of the previous year. 


B. Seniors and members of the previous years council, are allowed to vote


C. Candidates must be in good standing and must present a speech to the 


council. 


D. They are also asked to fill out a sheet detailing what committees/ events 


candidates have participated in while on the council.


E. Student Advisory Council elections will take place at the same time as e-board

Article 7 Meetings


A. Meetings will be called at the discretion of the President and Advisor. General 


meetings will occur biweekly, typically the first and third Mondays of every 


month.


B. Council meetings are open to the entire student body.


C. Members must sign in at meetings, if members do not sign in, they may not 


log the hours

Article 8 Committee Chairpersons

A. An election will take place to determine two chair people for each committee- 

1 junior and 1 senior


B. Duties of the Chairperson



1. Preside over committees



2. Schedule meetings



3. Enforce decisions and report them to council



4. Fill out the Event Log Form and pass it in, to the Historian, no later than 


a week after the conclusion of the event



5. Give updates at all council meetings until the conclusion of the event

Article 9 Committees 


A. There will be four committees



1. Community Service



2. School Service



3. Council Activities



4. Fundraising

B. There will be at least 1 e-board member appointed to each committee 

C. There will be 2 chair people for each group- 1 junior and 1 senior. 

D. Each of the four larger committees is then split into smaller committees according to each activity for the year. 

a. Each member is required to chair at least one smaller committee.

b. Committee request forms will be available at the first summer meeting. Members can request a specific committee. 

c. The President will assign committee chairpeople based on request forms. 

d. If no request form is filled out, the President will assign a member where they are needed. 

Article 10 Amendments


A. This constitution may be amended by a 2/3 vote of those members present at 


the meeting when the discussion was held. 

 
B. All amendments must be posted for the viewing of the student body at one 


meeting to be voted on at the next meeting


C. This constitution will be reviewed at the conclusion of each year by the newly 


elected E-board members, old E-board members, any interested council

members and Advisor.


D. Any changes that occur during this meeting will forgo Article 10B

Article 11 Absences and Attendance


A. Attendance at meetings is mandatory. The only excuses for absence are:



1. Medical



2. Religious



3. Participation in a school sport/ activity



4. Other absences can be deemed excused by the Advisor


B. All members must keep a log that details all hours spent on student council 


related activities



1. Hour logs are broken into four categories with specific requirements for 



every category and each term




A. Fundraising




B. Community Service




C. School Service (class work)




D. Council Activities



2. Any activities that are not council run have to be presented to the 



Advisor to see if the time will count toward hour log



3. Logs are due the last day of each term unless otherwise specified



4. Any member that does not have a complete log will be placed on 



probation for the following term. If they do not raise their hours over

or to the required amount during the next term, they will be

removed from the council.



5. Any member who fails to pass in a log will automatically be up for 

removal from the council. 
Article 12 Removal from office/ council


A. At the end of each term the Advisor and E-board will review the membership 


of all council members by looking at logs, reading letters and attendance

sheets.


B. Upon review, members are placed into 3 categories:



1. Good Standing (members who have completed the required hours)

2. Probation (members that have not completed hours)

Any member placed on probation has the opportunity to wrote a letter exaplaining any special circumstances that may take them off of probation. The Advisor has the abillity to waive probation in these cases. 

3. Removal (any member who has been on probation for 2 consecutive 

terms) 

A. If a student is removed in either term 1 or 2, they may run for reelection for the following year

B. If a student is removed in term 3 or 4, they need to wait at least a full year before they may run again. 

C. Members removed in term four will not be members of the following years council regardles if they were elected during the elections. 



4.E-board members may be removed if inactive. A vote will take place in




which e-board and advisor must be unanimous. 

B. Vacancies will be publicized for at least 3 days to the student body and 

interested people will submit their names to the Advisor or

President. They will make a speech at the next meeting and an 


election by the council will take place, if necessary.

Article 13 General Elections for membership


A. The student council conducts all its elections by secret ballot. 


B. If there are more than 3 people running for the same class office, a primary 


election will take place. The 3 people with the most votes in the primary 


will be the candidates.


C. Nomination papers for all elections must be filled out and turned in by the date 

prior to the primary week regardless of whether or not a primary is held.


D. The Vice President will set these dates at least one week prior to the 



deadlines.


E. Candidates must return the nomination/ intent to run packet on time and 


completed. Failure  to return papers on time or passing in incomplete 


papers will result in disqualification from the race. Packets must include:

 

1. Papers signed by the teachers the student currently has each 




period, by the student’s parent/guardian, the student, the advisor 



and 20 classmates of the his/her grade.



2. Candidate’s speech


F. Speeches must be given at a class assembly prior to elections. If a student is 

absent from school he/she is disqualified, unless it is an excused absence. 


G. Election timetable



Regional Advisory board

March(or as issued by the state of MA)



Class Primaries (if necessary)
Week after April Vacation



StuCo Reps/ Class Officers
1st or 2nd week after April Vacation



StuCo E-board


3rd Week in May



Incoming 9th grade officers
Beginning of second term


9th grade reps


Beginning of second term
 


H. Any recounts must be requested within two days of the announced results. 


I. If results show within a 5% difference then one revote will take place

J. If no clear winner is determined by a revote then the Advisor may appoint co-

officers/representatives

Article 14 Duration of Term


A. Term for all Council and Student Advisory Council positions will end when 



the new eboard is elected. 

Article 15 Student Advisory Council


A. The Student Advisory Council will take care of all communications with the 



administration.


B. The President of the Student Council may also be a member of the Student 



Advisory Council

Article 16 Key Issues

A. The key issues of a meeting will be posted for each meeting in the cafe on the

Student Activities board the morning prior to the meeting. Results of key

issues will be publicized.
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